
 
 

The Iowa Impact: One Year of the Republican Tax Law 
(H.R. 1) 
 
Documenting the Economic and Health Care Consequences for Iowa 
Families, Communities, and Rural Hospitals 

 
On July 4, 2025, President Donald Trump signed H.R. 1 into law, creating the largest transfer of 
wealth from working families to the ultra-wealthy in American history. All of Iowa’s congressional 
delegation voted to pass the law including Representatives Zach Nunn, Mariannette 
Miller-Meeks and Ashely Hinson. One year later, this report documents the devastating 
consequences Iowa is experiencing from the law's historic cuts to Medicaid, SNAP and other 
essential programs that were slashed to fund permanent tax breaks for billionaires and 
corporations. 
 

The Bottom Line  
●​ $7-12 billion will be stripped from Iowa hospitals over the next decade 

 
●​ 11 clinics and hospitals across the state have already closed or announced closures, 

with 6 more making cuts or remaining at risk of closure.  
 

●​ 23,630 fewer Iowans are receiving SNAP benefits 
 

●​ Affordable Care Act premiums have skyrocketed an average of 173% for over 110,000 
Iowans 
 

●​ Medicaid cuts are making coverage harder to maintain for over 600,000 Iowans who rely 
on the program  

What's Actually Happening in Iowa 

Health Care: Clinics Closing, Coverage Disappearing 
Iowans are seeing health care facilities disappear, restricting their ability to seek care when they 
are sick. Further drives, longer wait times and fewer options mean that fewer Iowans will be able 
to receive the care they need.  
 
Since H.R. 1 passed, we’ve already seen:  

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/allocating-cbos-estimates-of-federal-medicaid-spending-reductions-across-the-states-enacted-reconciliation-package/
https://protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-assistance-as-the-republican-megabill
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/health-insurance-premium-costs-will-more-than-double-for-millions-of-americans-unless-congress-acts/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/state-indicator/average-monthly-advance-premium-tax-credit-aptc/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/state-indicator/average-monthly-advance-premium-tax-credit-aptc/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-IA
https://protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/


 
 
 

1.​ MercyOne Ottumwa Family and Internal Medicine Clinic - closed  
 

2.​ MercyOne South Des Moines Family Medicine and Urgent Care - closed 
 

3.​ MercyOne Traer Family Medicine - closed 
 

4.​ MercyOne Clinton Medical Center Labor & Delivery Unit - closed 
 

5.​ Britton Chiropractic & Rehab Clinic - closed 
 

6.​ Horn Memorial Hospital Home Health and Hospice services - closed 
 

7.​ River Hills Community Health Center in Centerville - closing July 2026 
 

8.​ River Hills Community Health Center in Richland - closing July 2026 
 

9.​ UnityPoint Clinic Family Medicine in Moville - closing July 2026 
 

10.​UnityPoint Clinic Family Medicine in Anthon - closing July 2026 
 

11.​Planned Parenthood Iowa City Health Center - closing July 2026 
 

12.​Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center Labor & Delivery Unit - closing end of 2026 
 

13.​Pella Regional Medical Clinic - announced cuts 
 

14.​MercyOne Des Moines Medical Center - announced cuts 
 

15.​MercyOne North Iowa Medical Center - announced cuts 
 
It's not just buildings closing; access is disappearing. As one Iowa physician put it: "When rural 
hospitals and clinics close or reduce services, those patients have to come to the urban areas 
like Des Moines or Iowa City. When that happens, wait times get longer for everyone, and things 
like specialty care get delayed longer and people get sicker." 

Cancer Patients at Risk 
Iowa continues to face one of the highest cancer rates in the country and remains one of the 
few states where new cancer cases are still rising. In order to make the largest Medicaid cuts in 
history, Republicans have proposed a new rule that would make it harder for people with cancer 
or other serious illnesses to get and maintain coverage. 48 national patient organizations 

https://www.kcrg.com/2026/01/14/southeastern-iowa-clinic-announces-closure-another-reducing-services/
https://www.weareiowa.com/article/news/health/mercyone-south-des-moines-family-medicine-urgent-care-transition-services-closing/524-da53d254-d8c0-40ce-bd5d-bb365c5a7e41
https://www.timesrepublican.com/news/todays-news/2025/12/mercyone-traer-family-medicine-to-shutter-dec-10/
https://www.kwqc.com/2026/03/27/mercyone-clinton-stop-labor-delivery-services/?outputType=amp
https://www.akronhometowner.com/britton-chiropractic-rehab-clinic-set-close-akron
https://www.mapletonpress.com/stories/horn-memorial-to-close-home-health-and-hospice-services,60112
https://www.ottumwacourier.com/centerville/river-hills-to-close-centerville-richland-clinics/article_3bc4ffc8-c73a-4afe-91c6-a9db3d4fa119.html
https://www.ottumwacourier.com/centerville/river-hills-to-close-centerville-richland-clinics/article_3bc4ffc8-c73a-4afe-91c6-a9db3d4fa119.html
https://www.kcau9.com/news/local-news/family-clinics-to-close-in-moville-and-anthon/
https://www.kcau9.com/news/local-news/family-clinics-to-close-in-moville-and-anthon/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/iowa/2026/06/30/planned-parenthood-iowa-city-clinic-closing-iowa-abortion-access/90746191007/
https://www.wgem.com/2026/01/14/southeast-iowa-regional-medical-center-ends-birthing-services/
https://www.kcrg.com/2026/01/14/southeastern-iowa-clinic-announces-closure-another-reducing-services/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/health/2026/01/29/mercyone-des-moines-medical-center-layoffs/88414089007/
https://www.thegazette.com/business/mercyone-hospital-in-mason-city-laying-off-34-employees/article_98bcb7e8-523b-5ddd-85c6-b23f97050687.html
https://www.fairnessforiowa.org/news/miller-meeks-touts-rural-health-investment-while-her-votes-to-cut-medicaid-still-leave-iowa-net-negative-on-jobs-and-access-to-care
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/health/2026-03-13/annual-report-finds-iowa-cancer-rates-remain-some-of-the-highest-in-the-nation
https://newsroom.heart.org/news/48-patient-organizations-warn-of-massive-coverage-losses-under-final-work-reporting-requirement-rule


 
 
representing people with cancer, heart disease, kidney disease, ALS, Parkinson's and diabetes 
have warned this will cause massive coverage losses.  
 
Not only would this rule make getting coverage harder, it could also kick patients actively 
receiving treatment off of Medicaid. Illnesses like cancer are hard enough to deal with; sick 
Iowans do not need the additional stress of potentially losing the health care coverage that 
allows them to live.  
 

Food Assistance: Families Going Hungry 
Nationally, SNAP participation dropped by nearly 10 percent between July 2025 and March 
2026, the steepest decline in decades. Nearly 25,000 fewer Iowans are enrolled in the program. 
Combined with rising costs, these cuts are leaving more families with less on the table.  
 
Organizations that help feed hungry Iowans are doing everything they can to keep up with the 
surge in demand:  
 

●​ The Supply Hive in Des Moines launched a canning program to help stretch donations 
further by preserving fresh produce with a team of volunteers.  
 

●​ Northeast Iowa Food Bank launched two new community initiatives in 2026. One for 
supporters to include the food bank in their future plans and another that puts donation 
options with purchases at local businesses 
 

●​ CommUnity Food Bank in Iowa City started a new Mobile Pantry that delivers food to 
people otherwise unable to access food assistance and to cover rural areas of Johnson 
County. 

Jobs At Risk 
The research shows that by 2029, in Iowa, the Medicaid and SNAP cuts alone will cause: 
 

●​ Over $1.1 billion in state GDP losses 
 

●​ Over 10,000 jobs lost 
 

●​ Nearly $75 million in state and local tax revenue losses 
 
These numbers mean neighbors losing jobs, small businesses closing and communities 
struggling to fund schools and roads, leading to more strain on the programs already gutted by 
the Republican Tax Law.  

https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-assistance-as-the-republican-megabill
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-assistance-as-the-republican-megabill
https://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/eastern-iowa-food-pantries-see-surge-in-families-seeking-help-as-costs-rise
https://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/eastern-iowa-food-pantries-see-surge-in-families-seeking-help-as-costs-rise
https://www.fairnessforiowa.org/news/supply-hive-leads-community-response-to-nunn-miller-meeks-snap-cuts-with-new-canning-program
https://www.neifb.org/get-involved/our-initiatives
https://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/community-food-bank-cuts-ribbon-on-new-mobile-pantry-truck-to-expand-county-access
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/jun/how-medicaid-snap-cutbacks-one-big-beautiful-bill-trigger-job-losses-states


 
 
Choices They Made 
All members of Iowa’s congressional delegation voted for the Republican Tax Law and have 
continued to voice support for it.  
 
When they voted for H.R. 1, they chose:  

●​ Tax cuts for the wealthiest 1% of Americans amounting to $1 trillion over the next decade 
 

●​ $234 billion in tax cuts for wealthy corporations in 2026 alone, including companies who 
have laid off nearly 3,000 Iowans this year  
 

●​ Making Iowans and Americans pick up the tab with over $900 billion cut from Medicaid 
and $187 billion from SNAP 
 

●​ Completing the largest ever transfer of wealth to the top 1% by gutting programs that 
working families rely on to make ends meet.  

 
Iowans know they deserve better; the choices their representatives have made are proving to 
be highly unpopular. This isn’t about a political agenda or partisanship; it’s about families being 
able to feed their kids, seek health care when they are sick and have the ‘Freedom to Flourish’ 
in their communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*This document will change as new updates come out. Last update: July 2, 2026 

https://itep.org/year-one-of-trump-republican-tax-policy-consequences/
https://itep.org/year-one-of-trump-republican-tax-policy-consequences/
https://www.warntracker.com/?state=IA&year=2026
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/on-the-first-anniversary-of-the-obbba-millions-of-americans-have-been-left-behind/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/by-the-numbers-harmful-republican-megabill-takes-food-assistance-away-from
https://progressiowa.org/2026/06/iowas-republican-leaders-are-running-up-a-tab-and-iowans-are-sick-of-paying-it/
https://progressiowa.org/2026/06/iowas-republican-leaders-are-running-up-a-tab-and-iowans-are-sick-of-paying-it/
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